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Rs 1cr fountain to be inaugurated at Rose Fest  

Chandigarh, Feb 23: More than 275 new rose varieties, the Rs 1-crore 

novelty of a musical fountain, a well laid-out food court, stuffed with a wide 

range of eateries to tickle every kind of taste buds, a shoppers’ paradise in 

the shape of a shopping arcade, and many other attractions have been lined 

up by the UT Administration to greet the visitors at the Rose Festival, slated 

to be opened at the Leisure Valley here on February 26.   

Disclosing this here today, an official spokesman said that the annual mega 

event would mark inauguration of the Rs 1-crore musical fountain being 

designed and developed by the Engineering Department of Chandigarh 

Administration. Wearing a peculiar look, it will throw out jets of water in 

tune with the pitch and frequency of the accompanying music.  

Lending an aesthetic look to the big event, the fountain will be the star 

attraction for the visitors, and shall remain so for all times to come. It has 

been designed to use the effect of sound to pitch light or laser against water. 

Water streams are activated at strategically-timed duration and refracted to 

reflect in the light. Water jets and laser emitters had been used in the 

fountain, the spokesman said.  

Mr Harjit Singh, Executive Engineer, Horticulture, UT Administration, 

disclosed that more than 275 new rose varieties had been introduced 

besides the existing 593. Seventy obsolete varieties have been weeded out.  

Three new spaces in the garden have been developed recently by removing 

the store structure which has been an eyesore to the visitors. 



          No commercial activity will be be allowed at the Rose Festival. All 

stalls like food court, shopping arcade and other such activities would be put 

up at the Leisure Valley. Besides, a wide array of flower arrangements and 

competitions, countless number of eateries from CITCO, having rich  cuisines 

from different parts of the country, would be on hand to tickle the taste buds 

of people, the spokesman added.    

      Meanwhile, the gardeners of the Horticulture Department are working 

round the clock to make the mega event a draw. “For most of you, Rose 

Festival may be an annual event, but for we, there is rose festival everyday. 

We tend to each and every plant like a child day in and day out, to enable 

the Chandigarhians to enjoy the roses blooming in all colours of the 

spectrum, and make the annual event possible,” said Devta Deen, a 

gardener working with the Horticulture Department for the past 30 years.  

     “Nurturing a rose plant, or for that matter any plant, is like nurturing a 

child,” remarked Balihar, another gardener. “Initially, one takes it as a job, a 

source of bread and butter. But slowly and steadily, one develops love and 

affection for the rose plants, and starts looking after them as one’s own 

children,” he added.   

   Devta Deen and Balihar are not alone. There are about a dozen others like 

them who slog day in and day out, that too in anonymity, to make the Rose 

Garden look as it does, and draw ever increasing footfalls and eyeballs.  

      Set up over 46 acres way back in 1967, the Chandigarh Rose Garden is 

the largest in Asia. It contains more than 17,000 plants and about 593 

varieties of roses. Recently, 275 new varieties have been added to the list. 

About 70 such varieties as had bcome obsolete, have been removed. Three 

new spaces inside the garden have been developed by removing the store 

structure which was an eyesore to the visitors. The garden consists of not 



just gorgeous roses but also trees of medicinal value such as ‘bel,’ ‘bahera,’ 

‘harar,’ ‘camphor’ and ‘yellow gulmohar.’ 


