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Press Release 

Leprosy’s total cure rate touches 100 per cent mark 

Chandigarh, February 22:- Having earned the distinction of being leprosy-free city 

last year, thanks to the decade-long early detection-cum-treatment strategy, 

adopted by the UT Health Department, Chandigarh has moved up the ladder again. 

City Beautiful has not only further lowered the prevalence rate (PR) of leprosy but 

also notched up improvement in various other parameters which point to reduced 

incidence of the disease among children and women.    

Disclosing this here today, Dr S. D. Mehta, State Leprosy Officer, UT, said 

that Chandigarh had brought down the prevalence rate from 0.28 per 10,000 of 

population in 2009, which earned it leprosy-free status, to 0.24 per cent. According 

to the benchmark set by the Union Health Ministry, PR of less than one per 10,000 

of population, entitles a city/ state to the leprosy-free tag. 

      Besides, the new leprosy cases detected in 2008-09 in Chandigarh indicated 

the proportion of PB (less or not infective at all) at 25 per cent, which has now been 

brought down to 13.79 per cent. In 2008-09, six per cent children suffered from 

leprosy and the percentage of affected females was 37; now it is only 3.45 per cent 

and 6.89 per cent, respectively. 

Dr. Mehta said that in 2008-09, Type I deformity was 9.37 per cent and Type 

II deformity 6.25 per cent. These have come down to 6.89 per cent, each. The total 

cure rate (TCR) of 90.30 per cent last year, has touched 100 per cent-mark.  

         In 2001-02, Chandigarh had the highest PR of 3.79 per 10,000 of population. 

“Our thrust has been on early detection of new cases, improving access to MDT, 

and training health and medical staff in reaction management. The Health 

Department has significantly contributed to the prevention of disabilities. Training 

surgeons in reconstructive surgery, conducting camps and workshops, devising 



simple techniques, and transfer of technology, have brought treatment closer to the 

leprosy-disabled”, said Dr. M. S. Bains, Director, Health Services, Chandigarh. 


