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Chandigarh, February 18:- “For most of you, Rose Festival may 

be an annual event, but for we, there is rose festival everyday. 

We tend to each and every plant like a child day in and day out, 
to enable the Chandigarhians to enjoy the roses blooming in all 

colours of the spectrum, and make the annual event possible,” 

said Devta Deen, a gardener working with the Horticulture 

Department of the UT Administration, for the past 30 years.  
     “Nurturing a rose plant, or for that matter any plant, is like 

nurturing a child,” remarked Balihar, another gardener. 

“Initially, one takes it as a job, a source of bread and butter. 

But slowly and steadily, one develops love and affection for the 
rose plants, and starts looking after them as one’s own 

children,” he added.   

   Devta Deen and Balihar are not alone. There are about a 

dozen others like them who slog day in and day out, that too in 

anonymity, to make the Rose Garden look as it does, and draw 
ever increasing footfalls and eyeballs.  

“In fact, the grdners are the men behind rose plants, petals and 

the blooms; without their tender care and contribution, the 

Rose Festival would not have been possible. Right from 
preparing beds to nurturing the young saplings so that these 

grow into healthy plants and throw up eye-catching blooms, 

these unlettered and unsung gardeners virtually work as foster 

parents for the rose plants”, said Mr Sanjay Kumar, 
Horticulture-cum-Finance Secretary, UT Administration.  

      Set up over 46 acres way back in 1967, the Chandigarh 

Rose Garden is the largest in Asia. It contains more than 

17,000 plants and about 593 varieties of roses. Recently, 275 

new varieties have been added to the list. About 70 such 
varieties as had bcome obsolete, have been removed. Three 

new spaces inside the garden have been developed by 

removing the store structure which was an eyesore to the 

visitors. The garden consists of not just gorgeous roses but 
also trees of medicinal value such as ‘bel,’ ‘bahera,’ ‘harar,’ 

‘camphor’ and ‘yellow gulmohar.’ 

        Supplementing and complementing the effort of the 

gardeners is the Horticulture Department of the UT 
Administration which has been doing a stupendous job in 

maintaining the gardens and caring for their flowery look, in 

keeping with each season. “Chandigarh is known all over not 



only for its architectural structure and buildings but also for its 

spacious, well-planned and neatly maintained gardens.  And 

the Rose Garden takes the cake among them all”, said Mr Harjit 
Singh, Executive Engineer, Horticulture, Chandigarh. The 

gardeners of the department toiled day and night to give a 

presentable look to the Rose Garden all round the year, he 

added. 
             It takes lot of painstaking hard work to take care of the 

plants. These are pruned in the month of October and the 

plants start blooming after 45 days of pruning. “It is their 

effort that brought out the residents from their houses to see 
and enjoy the sight of a wide range of roses blooming in the 

garden”, said Jaipal, supervisor of the Rose Garden. 
 


