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Whips essential to smooth functioning of Parliament, says Patil 

 

Chandigarh, February 10:  In the Parliamentary form of Government, Whips 

of various political parties are the vital links of the internal organization of 

parties, inside the legislatures. The efficient and smooth functioning of 

Parliament and State Legislatures depends to a considerable extent, upon 

the office of the Whip. The whips can be rightly said to be the managers of 

the parties within the legislatures.  

 

Expressing these views in his inaugural address on 15th All India Whips 

Conference held here today, Mr. Shivraj V. Patil, the Punjab Governor and 

Administrator, Union Territory, Chandigarh, said that the functioning of 

parliamentary democracy depended in great measures on how the whips 

shoulder responsibilities. Whips made and kept a House and they had 

multiple functions including facilitating of the functioning of the legislature 

and optimizing output. They also act as counselors to their members and 

advisors to the party leadership. Any commentary on the functioning of the 

parliamentary system was therefore, by implication, a comment on the 

efficacy or otherwise of the institution of whips, he added. 

 

Mr. Patil further said that both the ruling as well as opposition parties 

appoint their whips and certain duties are common to the whips of all 

parties. But Government Chief whip has some very important duties. The 

most important duty is mapping out the time of the session, coordinating, 

monitoring and management of the business of the Government. He said 

that the another important functioning of the Government Chief whip is to 



constantly feel the pulse of the House and to render an account of the same 

to the leader of the House/Government. The Government whips also act as 

an important communication link and bridges the gap between the leader 

of the House and the members of the ruling party and also keep in close 

touch with the whips of the other parties on matter concerning the business 

of the House. 

 

Giving more details, Mr. Patil said whips of the opposition parties have an 

equally important role to play. They furnish all important information to their 

members and ensure the presence and participation of members of the 

respective parties in the House specially during important discussions and 

voting. They play an equally important role in maintaining the standard of 

debate at a high level in the parliament/legislatures. 

 

Mr. Patil said the stimulating thoughts emerging from fruitful discussion and 

deliberations will certainly prove useful for all whips participating in this 

conference, which will help them in performing their duties efficiently to run 

parliamentary machine smoothly. 


