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Press Release 

Chandigarh, Feb 1: Having put Chandigarh on the road to becoming a herbal 

city, and becoming a part of the force that would lend a helping hand to 

conduct the approaching Commonwealth Games, NSS volunteers from 

Chandigarh are now all set to strengthen the community monitoring process 

in the villages of Chandigarh.  

The Chandigarh NSS Cell has picked up 110 volunteers, ten each from UT 19 

colleges and two schools, in the ratio of three girls to two boys, for the 

National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), Chandigarh. The NRHM had sought 

their services to strengthen the community monitoring process which 

constitutes the backbone of implementation of any government programme 

run for the benefit of the people.  

Under this process, the NSS volunteers will not only help inculcate in people 

awareness about the determinants of health and health-related entitlements 

under the NRHM but will also maintain record of the extent of 

implementation of any such programme.    

 

Disclosing this here today, Mr Bikram Rana, State Liaison Officer, NSS Cell, 

Chandigarh, said that a communiqué requisitioning the services of NSS 

volunteers had been received from the Mission Director, NRHM, Chandigarh, 

seeking five NSS volunteers, three girls and two boys, for each village, to 

strengthen the community monitoring process. The issue and modalities 

were discussed threadbare at a meeting of programme officers (NSS) the 

other day.   



The UT Health Department has launched ‘Foundation’, a project under which 

two villages each are adopted to implement different health parameters. The 

NSS volunteers will assist other staff and work as a control group for study 

and conduct of the programme. “We must not be tightfisted when it comes 

to the healthcare services, if we really care about the future. The Health 

Department focused on providing quality healthcare to its rural population by 

streamlining and mainstreaming pro-poor strategies,” said Dr M.S. Bains, 

Mission Director, NRHM, Chandigarh.   

Having made a humble beginning with a handful of NSS volunteers a few 

years ago, the NSS Cell, Chandigarh, has expanded both horizontally and 

vertically. At present, the Chandigarh NSS Cell has 130 units—71 in schools 

and 59 in higher education institutes, consisting more than 13,000 

volunteers.  

 “Involvement of NSS volunteers in such activities will bring about qualitative 

improvement in them and help build a responsible youth force for future 

India,” said Mr Ajoy Sharma, Director, Higher Education, Chandigarh. 


