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Republic Day 2010 Speech 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Greetings on the 61st Republic Day. This is a day of great 

importance for all of us as this was the day in the year 1950 

when the supreme power came to rest in the hands of every 
citizen of this country through the right to vote, helping our 

country become the largest democracy in the world as well 

as being amongst the most vibrant ones.  

As we relish our freedom, we must on this day, pause and 
think back about those who sacrificed their lives to enable 

us to enjoy the fruit of nationhood and democracy.  

Today I feel immensely pleased in sharing with you the 

achievements that the Chandigarh Administration has to its 
credit.  

Education for all is a subject on which the Administration 

feels very strongly. Chandigarh is truly becoming a 

knowledge destination from just being an education hub of 

the region, as it services 60 million people spread over the 
whole region comprising of the states of HP, Punjab and 

Haryana. 

 

The Sarv Shiksha Abhiyaan, the flagship programme 
launched by the Government of India in 2001, aims at 

universalization of elementary education by providing 

access to school for every child. This initiative recognizes 

the need to introduce the children to modern day 
technology and hence provides funds for Computer Aided 

Learning. Since its inception in 2007-2008 this Computer 

Aided Learning programme has been launched through the 

Alternate Innovative Education centres and by 

establishment of IT Labs in 24 Government Schools. In 
order to include the remaining schools, a plan is being 

prepared so as to have a minimum IT Lab in every School of 

UT. In order to bring down the pupil teacher ratio to 40:1, 

796 additional teachers have also been appointed under the 
programme, which has helped us to enhance the capacity 

building of our children in a much more better way. 

 

Keeping in view the safety and security of the citizens of the 
city, a Modern Police Control Room equipped with latest GPS 

system and Crime Detection Devices was inaugurated at the 

UT Police Headquarters. Chandigarh has become the third 
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city, after Delhi and Mumbai, in the country to have this Rs 

1.25-crore system.  

 
Armed with modern gadgetry, including vehicle tracker 

system, automatic call diversion system and Telephone 

Integrated Circuit, the Police Control Room (PCR) has 

succeeded in reaching out to the citizens in distress, with 
prompt help and in good time. In order to supplement the 

existing work force of more than 4000 police officials, more 

than 1100 police officials would be recruited to the 

Chandigarh Police, which will further help us in ensuring 
security to the common man. 

 

To meet the health needs of the increasing city population, 

the Health Department is being strengthened with regard to 
infrastructure, manpower and material. The participation of 

the health functionaries along with cooperation of various 

NGOs have contributed to the success of the Pulse Polio 

drive under the National Immunization Programme. In the 

last three rounds more than 1.30 lakh children were given 
Polio drops. 

 

The Blood Transfusion services of Chandigarh have been 

assessed and declared the best in the country by the 
National AIDS Control Organisation.  Chandigarh scored 92 

per cent and its performance was graded as ‘Very Good’.  

 

Under the School Health Mission, 58, 651 school children of 
66 government schools were examined and medicines 

worth Rs 32 lakh were distributed amongst the school 

children.  

 

As a part of augmenting the existing health infrastructure, 
Block D of GMCH was made operational which has helped 

the Administration provide more quality services regarding 

radio diagnosis, dentistry, central sterilization, etc to the 

citizens. As an extension of campus for GMCH, a 300-bed 
acute trauma care centre on 12 acre in Sector 53, is being 

planned. This will not only act as an Emergency Response 

Centre for accident cases but also help the citizens residing 

in the southern sectors get quality health care services near 
their homes. 
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In the recent times the homeopathic and ayurvedic systems 

of medicine have been gaining popularity with residents of 

the city. As many as six homeopathic and ayurvedic 
dispensaries each have been opened in Chandigarh under 

the AYUSH project of the Central Government, and two each 

under the National Rural Health Mission (NRHM).  

 
The Administration has always been conscious of the needs 

of having a quality public transport system in the city.  In 

order to meet the needs of the citizens, AC mini buses were 

inducted in to the fleet of the CTU which became an instant 
hit. Before the onset of summer more AC mini buses will be 

inducted along with induction of more than 60 low floor 

buses under the JNNURM Mission Mode Project of 

Government of India. In an All India ranking undertaken by 
Government of India, Chandigarh Transport Undertaking 

has been ranked second for the good occupancy rate of its 

buses, as it achieved a rate of 92 per cent.  

 

With 35.7 per cent forest cover, the UT tops the list of 
greenest cities in Asia. More than 1.5 lakh trees will be 

planted this year. 

 

A busy year lies ahead for the Engineering Department.  
Construction work is in progress on some key projects like 

new district courts complex, multi-level parking, 16 court 

rooms and additional building for judges’ library in the 

Punjab and Haryana High Court. Besides this the 
Department will undertake work on another drug de-

addiction centre in Sector 18 at a cost of Rs 38 lakh.  

 

In 2009, the Engineering Department completed 35 

developmental projects worth more than Rs 190 crore. 
These included construction and extension of government 

school buildings; carrying out widening work of roads, 

providing automatic traffic signals at all busy traffic 

junctions etc. Besides constructing a new centre for the 
AIDS Control Society, the department has also re-carpeted 

roads in Chandigarh’s villages at a cost of Rs 3 crore. Some 

prestigious projects like the State Judicial Academy, EDC 

Building in IT Park and Regional Centre for Mentally 
Handicapped were also completed during this period.  
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The Administration is also conscious of the needs of the 

rural citizens. Though a lot of infrastructure has already 

been created in our villages yet an additional amount of Rs 
5 crore was spent last year. 

  

2009 may have spelled power shortages all over the 

country, but Chandigarh had a different experience. While 
people in the neighboring states reeled under severe and 

prolonged power cuts, the citizens of Chandigarh were 

ensured uninterrupted supply of quality power at no 

additional cost to the citizen. The Administration had set for 
itself a target of quality power supply in the past year for 

which it took various corrective and curative measures. The 

Power Distribution Network was further augmented by 

installation of Two transformers of 1,000 KV and 300 KV as 
well as transmission and distribution losses were further 

reduced through quality management. The transmission line 

losses were reduced from 18.67 per cent in 2007-08 to 

17.89 per cent in 2008-09, much lower as compared to 

other states.  It has been further envisaged that for the 
current year the transmission line losses would be further 

reduced to 17 per cent.  

 

For 2010, the Administration has made adequate 
arrangements by negotiating long term tie up with various 

Power projects, which will ensure assured and 

uninterrupted supply of additional 1000 MWs of power for 

the citizens. 
 

The strenuous efforts being made by the Administration in  

making Chandigarh slum free, have been duly recognized by 

the Government of India by awarding Chandigarh under the 

JNNURM scheme as the ‘Best city in earmarking land for the 
poor’ for the year 2008-09. The project costing Rs. 1,200 

crore including land cost was initiated in 2006.  Apart from 

occupying approximately 175 acres of prime land, these 

slum areas were characterised by unhygienic conditions, 
lack of civic amenities, unplanned growth and total 

degradation of environs around them. Each flat under the 

slum rehabilitation scheme has been equipped with basic 

amenities of life along with supportive innovative 
programmes to change the outlook of these disadvantaged 

families. Against the target of 25,728 dwelling units for the 

slum dwellers, construction work has already started on 
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12,864 units and the CHB hopes to hand over 600 units 

during the current financial year, say by March, 2010. The 

UT Administration has earmarked 356.38 acres of land for 
the rehabilitation of slums dwellers. Out of this, 216.31 

acres located at four locations–Dhanas, Maloya-I, Sector 49 

and Sector 38 (W)--have been made available to the CHB 

Though 2009 was even otherwise bad for the housing sector 
with global slowdown plunging it into a downswing all over 

the country yet landlocked Chandigarh did buck the trend 

and the CHB schemes kept attracting an overwhelming 

response from the public. With one out of every four 
residents of Chandigarh living in the houses/ flats built by 

it, the CHB has maintained its reputation of providing well-

designed houses for different demand segments, and, that 

too, at affordable prices. This partly explains why the CHB 
schemes are much sought after. The construction plans for 

2010 have been firmed up by the Chandigarh Housing 

Board, which will further bring in decisive and definitive 

progress in this direction. 

 
The Administration has also been making an attempt to turn 

Chandigarh into a regional cultural hub. Last year we 

witnessed the First National Chandigarh Crafts Mela, 

patterned on the lines of the Suraj Kund Crafts Mela. 
Chandigarh Theatre Festival and Chandigarh Arts and 

Heritage Festival were also organized which attracted large 

number of visitors from all over the country especially the 

neighbouring states. 
 

The Administration has always accorded good governance 

the top most priority. The Department of Urban Planning 

has been identified as one of the most important 

departments to implement the e-governance project and all 
the public interface functions have been proposed to be 

hoisted on the web. Apart from this, it is also proposed that 

the scope of Sampark centres would be increased both in 

terms of quality and quantity. As a long term measure, it 
has been envisaged to establish a Sampark centre in every 

alternate sector of Chandigarh. As regards the rural areas, 

such Centres have already been established in almost all the 

UT villages with 2 exceptions, where work would soon be 
started.  
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A landmark in the field of entrepreneurial development of 

the region i.e. the Entreprenuer Development Centre was 

recently inaugurated at RGCTP. It has been conceived with 
a vision to create an eco-system to build and support young 

entrepreneurs of the entire northern region. The state-of-

the-art building is in itself a site to behold.  

 
The IT industry in Chandigarh seems to have beaten the 

global slowdown. It has not allowed the meltdown to melt 

its software exports. In fiscal 2008-09, total software 

exports of IT companies, located in the Rajiv Gandhi 
Chandigarh Technology Park (RGCTP) as well as outside, 

had risen to Rs 750 crore from Rs 504 crore in fiscal 2007-

08, registering an increase of 48 per cent. The contribution 

of RGCTP alone was Rs 620 Crores, which amounts to 80% 
of the total exports of Rs 750 Crores from the UT.  

Continuing its northward march, the IT units, located in the 

Rajiv Gandhi Chandigarh Technology Park , have registered 

a robust growth of 22.5 per cent in software exports which 

aggregated Rs 351.74 crore in the first half of fiscal 2009-
10 as compared to Rs 287.16 crore during the 

corresponding period of 2008-09. 

 

The contributions of RGCTP to the economy both in terms of 
employment and revenue will get further boost with the 

operationalisation of two Campus Sites by Tech Mahindra 

and Bharti Airtel in November 2009. It is further envisaged 

that in 2010, more BTS sites would become operational, 
thereby increasing the employment to the youth of the 

region.   

 

Once again, on this auspicious occasion, I have a request to 

make. Let us all come together and work for the betterment 
of our country. All sections of the society must make an 

endeavour to become the catalysts for the larger 

developmental and social changes, so that the coming 

generations are able to lead better lives. 
 

Jai Hind! 

 
 


