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Fellow citizens, 

        On the eve of 60th Anniversary of our Republic I have the 
privilege to extend to all Indians living in India or abroad, my 

heartiest greetings and felicitations. I also send my greetings to the 

brave personnel of our armed forces who stand guard to defend the 

unity and territorial integrity of the nation. And I pay my homage to 
the memory of those who laid down their lives in the defence of the 

Republic from external aggression and intermittent terrorist attacks 

across the border.  On this solemn occasion our thoughts go back to 

the Father of the Nation who lived and died for the freedom and 
unity of our nation, and to the countless men and women who 

followed him into the arena and faced immense hardships and 

sufferings in the heroic struggle for independence. Our thoughts also 

go back to the founding fathers of our Constitution whose far-

sighted vision and arduous labours gave us a Constitution which 
enshrined the traditional concepts of liberty, equality and fraternity 

adding to them the concept of Justice-Social, economic and political 

– and declaring our nation a sovereign democratic Republic. 

        The word ‘Republic’ is no ordinary word. It is a commitment to 
the effect that, in our State, supreme power is exercised by the 

people. This historic occasion is a day of rejoicing, as today we enjoy 

the status of being the world’s largest democracy and one of the 

major players in the world. We have moved ahead in many fields, 
resulting in the radical transformation of our economy and an 

accelerated growth rate but we have to be equally concerned with 

the people living below the poverty line and needing our support for 

making them equal partners in this venture. A special emphasis has 

been laid, at national and state levels, in recent years on rapid and 
more inclusive growth, with the focus on bringing about social 

equality through the reduction of poverty and the empowerment of 

our people, by adopting multi-pronged strategies. 

 Special programmes have been launched, with the aim of 
increasing the access of the common man to opportunities of 

employment and essential services, especially in health and 

education. It is a recognized fact at the global level that India will be 

a resource bank for the workforce of technocrats, professionals and 
skilled manpower for many other Nations. We have already initiated 

the process of reinventing ourselves, to ensure the application of our 

knowledge in agriculture business, industry and other sectors of the 



economy, by improving service delivery at all levels. We have a huge 

talent, competence, commitment and the confidence to meet this 

challenge. 
 Keeping pace with the national development, Punjab and 

Chandigarh have made rapid progress, to contribute to the New 

Resurgent India. We have forged ahead with faith and confidence in 

every field, with a special emphasis on ensuring social justice, a safe 
and secure environment, high quality civic life, opportunities to 

everyone to grow and making the State an example of peaceful co-

existence. The State has achieved the distinction of bringing about a 

significant improvement in fiscal reforms, economic growth and 
protecting the interests of the State and its people. 

 We are grateful to our Kissans, mazdoors, industrialists and 

traders for their unstinted support in taking the State to the path of 

progress and prosperity. Punjab, being predominately an agricultural 
State, our strategies emphasize the need to create a supportive 

infrastructure, including quality power supply, efficient irrigation 

network, timely supply of fertilizers and other inputs, easy 

agriculture based loans and other range of services. Concerted 

efforts have been made for faster growth in horticulture, floriculture, 
dairies and fisheries. Special steps have been taken for upgrading 

the professional skills of our people in different fields, to better 

address our specific needs. Research and extension services have 

also been given priority. Our agriculture scientists and technologists 
are increasing their efforts by educating the farmers about 

innovative techniques and giving the necessary guidance, with 

research based studies. Various (Multi National Company (MNCs) 

have come forward to contribute in this endeavour, through farmer 
friendly agri-business ventures and marketing plans for improving 

their economic status. 

 Recognizing that Education is the key to socio-economic 

development, a major thrust has been given to its expansion and 

improvement in quality, besides promoting technical education to 
equip our students with professional skills. A novel programme, for 

imparting value education among students and inculcating among 

them an interest and concern for society, have been launched. We 

have laid emphasis on using education to enhance the capabilities 
and skills of our youth. Similarly, steps are being taken for 

improving the delivery of health services by expanding the hospital 

and dispensary network and upgrading infrastructure. We are deeply 

concerned over the growing menace of drug addiction and the 
unethical practice of female foeticide in rural and urban areas. Social 

security, empowerment of the disadvantaged, upgradation of rural 

infrastructure, increase in power and irrigation potential, incentives 



to the farming community and ensuring them remunerative prices on 

their produce were the other areas which got the top priority of the 

Government. 
 Along with Punjab, the Union Territory, Chandigarh is also on 

a rapid march to progress and prosperity and has emerged as the 

number one in the country in terms of physical infrastructure, 

business environment & real estate. It is a matter of record that 
work on over 300 developmental projects has been launched, with 

the focus on improving the quality of life of our people and 

benefiting the region. A special emphasis has been laid on social 

security, women and children, employment opportunities to the 
youth, environmental protection, removal of encroachments on 

government land and above all, the safety of the people, through an 

efficient network of people-friendly community policing. The 

development of Chandigarh IT Park is on fast track and the export of 
software from Chandigarh IT Park is expected to touch Rs. 1000 

crores by 2011.  

 The spirit of our Constitution favours social justice, leading to 

the empowerment of scheduled caste women and children. The 

radical transformation of society is our collective responsibility. We 
have embarked upon various programmes for disadvantaged 

sections and we have to take this movement forward and rid the 

country of the curse of ignorance, disease and poverty. The basic 

objectives of our policies is to bring about a broad based 
improvement in the quality of life of our people and encourage the 

participation of the citizens in every field of endeavour. 

 I am confident that the people of Punjab and Chandigarh, who 

have always been torchbearers in every movement for change and 
betterment will emerge as role models for the rest of the Country. 

Let us renew our pledge, on this historic day, to rededicate ourselves 

to the ideals of broadmindedness nationalism and patriotism and to 

work, with commitment, dedication, faith and confidence, to make 

Punjab and the Country strong and vibrant. 
 

JAI HIND 

  
 


