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Press Release 
 
Chandigarh, January 19:- The much applauded and first-of-its-kind 
initiative of the State NSS Cell, Chandigarh, launched in August, 
2009, to take herbal gardens to every educational institute in 
Chandigarh has met with hundred per cent success.    

“Twenty-six higher educational institutes and 42 government 
as well as private schools have either developed herbal gardens by 
planting medicinal plants or completed the ground work for doing 
the plantation. More than 5,000 medicinal plants have been planted 
so far”, disclosed Mr. Bikram Rana, State Liaison Officer, NSS Cell, 
Chandigarh.              

The plan had been mooted to channelize the energies of the 
youth and make them sensitive to the age-old medicinal plants of 
India. These gardens are developed, monitored and maintained by 
NSS volunteers. Such gardens would also be developed by NSS 
volunteers in all the 14 UT villages to provide clean environment and 
create a source of income for UT village panchayats. These plants 
are in great demand in national and international markets.  

“The objective is to make the youth aware of the importance of 
our rich medicinal plants and use the youth power for the 
development of herbal gardens which will not only help maintain 
green and clean environment but also inculcate in the youth the 
sense of service to the society”, Mr Rana said. The herbal gardens 
are being set up from the regular grants provided to the institute.     

Taking a cue from the initiative, the Union Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports, Government of India, has shot off a communiqué 
to all NSS regional centres, state liaison officers and coordinators, 
suggesting that similar gardens should be developed all over the 
country. The communiqué listed ten suggestions to be implemented 
in all future NSS programmes.         

Explaining details about the various activities carried out by 
NSS volunteers, Mr Rana said that they took part in blood donation 
camps, health, traffic awareness campaigns.  “We will form a youth 
force of future India so that youth energy can be converted into 
positive energy. The youth may be made aware of their 
responsibilities towards the society as well the nation,” Mr. Ajoy 
Sharma, Director, Higher Education, Chandigarh, said.       

The Chandigarh NSS Cell has 130 units having 100 volunteers 
each. While 71 units are functioning in schools, including the 
Kendriya and Navodya Vidyalayas, 59 others have been established 



in institutes of higher education. The total strength of NSS 
volunteers in UT is 13,000.       


