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Chandigarh, January 13:- The State Nodal Officer, National Tobacco 

Control Program, Chandigarh along with the inspector of LHA 

Chandigarh checked the Hotels and restaurants in Sector-26 
Chandigarh for any violations of COTPA today. The team inspected 

15 premises and issued 3 challans for improper signage in the 

inspected premises. About 80 persons were challaned for smoking at 

public places by the enforcement agencies in the month of December 
2009 while a total of 642 challans have been issued since April 2009 

till December 31, 2009 for violations of various provisions of COTPA. 

 Under the new provisions of COTPA applicable from October 2, 

2008, it has been specified that all public places and offices shall 
have a board with a minimum 16 cm x 30 cm of white background 

containing a circle of no less than 15 cm out a diameter with a red 

perimeter of no less than 3cm vide with a picture, in the center, of a 

cigarette with black smoke and crossed by a red band the width of 

which shall be equal to the red perimeter and shall contain the 
warning “ NO SMOKING AREA---Smoking here is an offence” . All 

public places/offices should prominently be display this warning 

board, failing which the officer/manager incharge of the premises is 

liable to be challaned for the violation under COTPA. Some sample 
boards are available with the Nodal Officer; National Tobacco Control 

Program in his office at GMSH-16, Chandigarh. 

The Health Department has been receiving queries from hotels 

and restaurants for smoking areas in their premises. Those hotels or 
restaurants having more than 30 rooms and/ or sitting capacity of 

over 30 and who opt for making a smoking enclosure in their 

premises, shall have to ensure that any setup should be as per the 

law and should follow below mentioned conditions:  

a. No sale/supply/consumption of food/drink or service of any 

kind is allowed inside such enclosures. 

b. Such an enclosure is physically segregated and surrounded 
by full height walls on all four sides. 

c. The entrance of such an enclosure is not at the entrance or 

exit of the premises and it should be situated in such a way that no 

person requires to pass through it to go/enjoy any facility of the 

hotel or restaurants. The door of such an enclosure needs to be 
always closed, so that no air is allowed to come out of it. 

d.  Such closed enclosure should maintain a unidirectional air 

flow system so that all air is exhausted directly to the outside and 



not mixed back into the supply of air. The air flow system should be 

fitted with none re-circulated exhaust ventilation system and air 

cleaning/conditioning system and should maintain negative air 
pressure in comparison with the remainder of the building. 

e. Hotels with more than 30 rooms and desirous of designating 

some rooms as “Smoking Rooms” must ensure that all such rooms 

form a separate section in the same floor or wing. All such rooms 
should be clearly and distinctively marked as “Smoking Rooms“ in 

English and one of the Indian languages as applicable. All such 

rooms should be ventilated directly to outside and should not 

infiltrate/ permeate into any non smoking area of the hotel in case 
there is no marking, all rooms are to treated as non smoking rooms. 

f. Other then hotels/restaurants (with a capacity of above 30) 

or Airport smoking rooms, no other public place is permitted to have 

any kind of smoking enclosure within their premises.   
 


