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Chandigarh, January 13:- If the year 2009 has been quite 

remarkable for the inmates of the Chandigarh Football Academy, 

2010 too has dawned on a cheerful and promising note. The nursery, 

launched and nursed by the Chandigarh Administration, has 

succeeded in producing players both for the senior and junior Indian 

teams. 

Bikramjit Singh, senior football trainee of the Chandigarh 

Football-Hockey Academy, has been selected for the senior India 

coaching camp being held at Kalyani (Nadia) in West Bengal from 

January 5, 2010. The camp, scheduled to conclude on January 28, 

2010, has been held to prepare the Indian team for the 11th South 

Asian Games to be held at Dhaka in Bangladesh later this year.   

Disclosing this here today, Mr. JPS Sidhu, Joint Director, Sports, 

UT Administration, said that while the first batch of 22 footballers 

passed out of the Academy in 2007, the next batch was ready and 

shall roll out this year.  

          Then comes the cheering news from Karnataka to warm up the 

inmates and staff of the Academy in these days of intense biting 

cold. Three of its trainees---Lalruatfela, Samuel and Sajandeep 

Singh—represented Chandigarh in the Junior National Football 

Championship held at Mandya in Karnataka from December 20, 

2009, to January 10, 2010, and the Chandigarh team has won the 

championship.  

“The Academy throwing up players has been made possible due 

to the indulgence and thrust of the UT Administration in zipping up 

sports facilities and shoring up sporting standards. Determined to 

draw budding talent to the field of sports, the UT Administration had 

set up academies for hockey, football and cricket in 2000. These 

nurseries are playing a key role in picking up young players, honing 

their basic skills, firming up their mental fibre and strengthening 

their physical ability. The products of these academies are locking 

horns with the best”, Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Sports-cum-Finance 

Secretary, said. 



           On infrastructure, Mr. Sidhu said that the plan to have an 

innovative and first-of-its-kind in the country sand-filled football 

field at the Sports Complex in Sector 42, had already been approved 

by the Chandigarh Administration. It will cost Rs 3 crore. The plan 

has been sent to the Union Ministry of Sports, Government of India, 

for final approval. After getting the nod of the ministry, the 

Engineering Department would execute the basic work and for the 

main field work, global tenders would be invited, Mr. Sidhu added. 

 


