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Chandigarh, Jan 9: The age-old homeopathic and ayurvedic systems of 

medicine and treatment are slowly but surely catching up with 

Chandigarhians. These are gaining popularity, especially among the rural 

folks not only of Chandigarh but also of the nearby areas like Ambala, Solan, 

Ropar, Zirakpur and Patiala and are attracting in large numbers, patients 

suffering from chronic diseases.   

The credit goes to the countless number of conscious and concerted 

measures taken by the UT Administration to strengthen and equip its Ayush 

Department, set up under the Directorate of Health Services, to offer people 

total healthcare under one roof. These have started showing results and lent 

popularity to the homeopathic and ayurvedic systems of medicine.  

“During the first nine months of the current fiscal (April 1 to December 31, 

2009), 61,413 patients visited the homeopathic dispensaries in Chandigarh 

against 64,295 during the entire financial year 2008-09. And in fiscal 2008-

09, 63,923 patients came calling at the ayurvedic outlets against 49,000 in 

the preceding fiscal 2007-08”, said Dr M. S. Bains, Director, Ayush, Health 

Services and Family Welfare, UT Administration.  

Detailing the various steps taken by the UT Health Department to provide 

total healthcare to the residents, Dr Rajeshwar Rana, Assistant Director, 

Ayush, said that a sum of Rs 18.5 lakh and Rs 14 lakh had been spent in 

2008-09 on the purchase of homeopathic and ayurvedic medicines. And up 

to the third quarter of fiscal 2009-10 (April 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009), 

orders had been placed for the purchase of medicines worth Rs 18.03 lakh 

and Rs 9.99 lakh respectively, Dr Rana added.  



The attempts made by the Administration to give the functioning of the 

Ayush Department a leg-up and administer it a financial booster dose, has 

helped attract more patients. As many as six homeopathic and ayurvedic 

dispensaries each have been opened in Chandigarh under the AYUSH project 

of the Central Government, and two each under the National Rural Health 

Mission (NHRM).  

Only recently, the Ayush Department started a homoeopathic dispensary in 

Sector 24 which also caters to the needs of the patients for two hours in the 

evening. Besides, the homeopathic dispensary in Sector 24 and the 

Directorate of Ayush have been renovated at the cost of Rs 3.53 lakh. 

Besides, the Ayush Department organized five health melas in the rural 

areas of Chandigarh where the patients were given medicines free of cost. In 

2009, the Homeopathic Council, Chandigarh, accorded provisional 

registration to 37 and permanent registration to 24 homeo doctors. Ten 

permanent registrations were cancelled on request from the practitioners 

during the year.  

With a view to strengthening the checking mechanism and enforcing quality 

control in Ayurvedic medicines, the office of the Drug Controller (Ayush) 

picked up 26 samples of Ayurvedic drugs from different parts of Chandigarh 

and sent them for analysis and testing. The bogus doctor checking team also 

conducted frequent raids to check the menace of quacks operating in the 

city and got eight bogus doctors arrested. The case of one bogus doctor was 

pending with the Vigilance Department, Dr Rana added. 

 

 

 


