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Chandigarh, December 27:- Swine Flu (H1N1) failed to scare them 

away and global meltdown could not melt their plans to visit 

Chandigarh. These two factors may have dented the fortunes of the 
tourism industry in other cities of the country in 2009, but City 

Beautiful seems to have bucked the trend.  

    Resultantly, Chandigarh Tourism keeps humming a different 

hospitality tune. There has been a surge in the number of foreign 
tourists coming to Chandigarh. According to Mr Vinod Kalia, Deputy 

Director, Tourism, Chandigarh, up to November 30, 2009, 33,615 

foreign tourists visited the city against 28,658 in the corresponding 

period last year. The month of October, 2009 witnessed the 
maximum inflow with as many as 4774 foreigners descending on 

Chandigarh. 

     So far as domestic tourists are concerned, there has been a 

negligible decrease in their number. Up to November 30, 2009, 

8,31,580 tourists from different parts of the country visited 
Chandigarh against 8,32,404 during the corresponding period last 

year. There are in all 41 hotels in Chandigarh, including three in the 

state sector- Hotel Shivalik View; Hotel Mount View and Hotel Park 

View.  
      Mr Kalia attributes the rise in the inflow of foreign tourists to a 

number of factors. These include Le Corbusier’s architectural 

designs, efforts made by the Chandigarh Administration to upgrade 

the infrastructure and different faculties of the PGI holding 
conferences. “Also, we have moderate and affordable tariff 

compared to other metropolitan cities in the country. Besides the 

neat and clean budget accommodation, Chandigarh offers open 

space and greenery most tourists prefer”, he said. 

      One of the key factors that seems to played a role in enabling 
Chandigarh to buck the trend is its lay-out and architect. It keeps 

drawing in foreigners and has left most of the bollywood, business 

houses and intellectuals impressed. They feel Chandigarh needs to 

be explored. “Besides security, we have been able to provide 
security and peaceful atmosphere like Canberra in Australia. Both 

cities have been planned by Le Corbusier and are similar in many 

ways”, said Mr Anurag Walia, GM, Hotel Shivalik View.  

      Most foreigners coming here have appreciated Chandigarh. 
Barnova Zhanna from Russia who landed in Chandigarh, said “It is a 

wonderful city.” Labille Frederic from France commented, “Very 



special city,” Pascal Wassmann from Switzerland said that Le 

Corbusier’s designs accounted for a lot of value in Chandigarh.  
 


