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Chandigarh, Dec 21: Going by the precept that India can shine only if Bharat 

does, the UT Administration has resolved to make its villages hold a candle 

to any developed sector of Chandigarh. Out to make all its 13 villages wear 

an urbane look, equip them with modern basic facilities and improve the 

quality of life of its rural poor, it earmarked an outlay of Rs 914 lakh in the 

11th Five-Year Plan (2007-12), to execute some of the most ambitious 

developmental plans. The 13 villages of Chandigarh consist of one Zila 

Parishad; one Panchayat Samiti and 12 Gram Panchayats, and have a 

population of about 60,000.  

And the vision has been turned into reality. All the UT villages have since 

been provided with piped water supply; electricity; ‘pucca’ circular roads; 

paved up streets; surface drains;  flush- type-toilets; multi-purpose 

buildings for various activities; sewerage facility; and bus-service.  

Besides, 11 health sub-centres have been set up in 11 villages and ten 

villages have been equipped with veterinary services. They have one senior 

secondary school, ten high schools; two middle schools and five primary 

schools. The Administration now plans to construct sports stadia in the 

villages of Khuda Alisher; Maloya and Dadumajra. 

 “The UT Administration has to play a pro-proactive role in ensuring overall 

development of the rural poor who barely manage to survive despite surging 

economic growth around. In the dark shadow of land, a silent tragedy plays 

out for millions of rural poor who are still far away from the basic amenities 

needed to ensure quality life. We are determined to make the villages look-

alikes of sectors of Chandigarh”, said Sanjay Kumar, UT Finance Secretary. 

But all this could not have been possible without the determination of the UT 

Administration being lent financial muscle. According to official data, in 

2006-07, Rs 636 lakh was made available under the Plan scheme out of 

which, Rs 236 lakh was provided for strengthening of the Panchayati Raj 



Institutions (PRIs) and Rs 400 lakh for concretization of streets and 

providing sanitation facility in all the villages.  

In 2007-08, Rs 346.57 lakh was made available for paving the streets, 

construction of surface drains, sanitation and storm-water drainage in all 

villages. An amount of Rs 50 lakh has been provided to the Department of 

Science and Technology for making provision of solar streetlights in all 

villages.  

During 2008-09, Rs 500 lakh was earmarked for providing various 

amenities. Of this, Rs 25 lakh was spent on infrastructural facilities for  Zila 

Parishads and Panchayat Samitis; Rs 50 lakh on sanitation and cleanliness; 

Rs 15 lakh on renovation of the poly clinic in Mauli Jagran; Rs 60 lakh on 

construction of sports stadium in Kaimbwala; Rs 50 lakh on surface drains 

and laying RCC pipe in Makhanmajra; Rs 54.19 lakh on the construction of 

‘janj ghar’ in Makhanmajra; Rs 205.81 lakh on the construction of RCC walls 

and bridge over ‘Ganda Nallah’ in Mauli Jagran and Rs 40 lakh on providing 

sports facilities.  

Going beyond the script, the UT Administration has taken such initiatives as 

providing for  the facility of paying guest houses in the villages; training the 

rural youth in entrepreneurship development; shifting of cattle from villages, 

and conducting survey of the below-the-poverty- line families in the villages 

for their social and economic upliftment.     


