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Chandigarh, December 18:- The Punjab Governor and Administrator, 

Union Territory, Chandigarh, General (Retd.) Dr. S.F. Rodrigues, 

PVSM VSM lighted the lamp to mark the inauguration of three day 
long International Conference on Spine and Spinal Injuries, 

supported by the ASCON, Ireland and called for a coordinated effort 

at all levels by the medical fraternity, in making available quick 

medical relief at an affordable cost to needy people. 
        Addressing about 400 delegates and renowned spinal surgeons 

participating in the conference, General Rodrigues said that the 

deliberations on spinal disorders, would certainly gives positive 

results, which would go long  way in helping the young orthopaedic 
surgeons in updating their knowledge in this field. The research into 

spinal cord injuries is promising but still much more is needed to be 

done as spinal cord injuries account for about 23 percent of paralysis 

victims. 

        General Rodrigues emphasized the need for optimal utilization 
of the healthcare infrastructure and effective coordination and 

knowledge sharing by professionals through the latest techniques of 

spinal treatments. The problem, universally, is our inability to reach 

out to those in need. There is a story case for mobile teams, as part 
of an out-reach programme. 

        In his address, the Administrator said that the Chandigarh has a 

huge infrastructure for providing comprehensive healthcare 

services. He said that the Regional Spinal Injuries Centre (RSIC), 
Mohali would cater to the needs of patients from Punjab, Haryana, 

Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and Chandigarh. Initially, it 

would have 20 beds, which would later be increased to 50, he added.        

Earlier, the Governor launched the E-News letter of Spinal Cord 

Society.  
        Prominent amongst others who addressed the Conference 

included Air Marshal, Dr. A.S. Chahal, Director General, Emeritus 

Indian Spinal Injury Centre, New Delhi, Dr. Petrick Kluger Spinal 

Surgeon from Germany, Mr. Stephen Muldoon, representative of 
Livability/Asian Spinal Cord Network (ASCON), Ireland, Dr. A.K. 

Mukherjee, President Spinal Cord Society and Dr. Raj Bahadur, 

Director Principal of Government Medical College and Hospital gave 

a welcome address while vote of thanks was given by Dr. Sudhir 
Kumar Garg. 
 

 



 


