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Chandigarh, December 16:- Continuing its efforts towards spreading 

awareness for prevention of HIV/AIDS infection, the Chandigarh 

State AIDS Control Society today organized a one day sensitization 
workshop for various carders of Chandigarh Police Staff at Recruit 

Training Centre, Sector-26. 

          The police come more in contact with the High Risk Groups like 

Men having Sex with Men (MSMs), Female Sex Workers (FSWs) & 
Intravenous Drug Users (IDUs) etc. It is, therefore, extremely 

important that the police personnel are aware of these groups, their 

behavior patterns and risk factors. Also, since the police and 

paramilitary forces are a mobile group of population, they can be at 
risk of acquiring the HIV infection. Hence, it is important that they 

are also taught prevention and management of HIV/AIDS. 

            The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. T.S. Rana, Chief Law 

Instructor, Recruit Training Centre, Sector-26, Chandigarh. In this 

workshop, 180 numbers of Recruit Constables, 125 numbers of 
Trainees of Upper School Course, 15 numbers of Home Guard 

Volunteers and 25 numbers of Investigating Officers of Police Staff 

participated. In the inaugural speech, Mr. Rana emphasized the need 

to create awareness regarding menace of HIV/AIDS. He added that 
lots of myths and misconceptions are prevailing among the masses 

regarding HIV/AIDS, so the messages of HIV/AIDS awareness must 

be addressed in scientific manner. He urged Chandigarh State AIDS 

Control Society for organizing such workshops in future also. 
            In the first session of the workshop, Mr. Sandeep Mittal, DD 

(TI), SACS threw light on the different aspects of HIV/AIDS. He 

pointed out that in the present scenario the role of Police Staff is 

very crucial to check the menace of HIV/AIDS. He also spoke on the 

issue how could the Police Personnel handle this sensitive issue and 
how could they evolve a strategy while dealing with Men having Sex 

with Men (MSMs), Female Sex Workers (FSWs) & Intravenous Drug 

Users (IDUs).  

            The next session was taken up by Dr. Vandana Dewan, 
Consultant (VBD), SACS. She described the different aspects of 

Blood Donation and how Blood donation is an important element for 

preventing HIV/AIDS. She told that while in need one should take 

blood only from the Licensed Blood Banks. She asked the trainees to 
motivate the people of High risk behavior to get them tested. She 

made the participants aware about the basic blood related services 

available in UT, Chandigarh.  



            In the next session, Dr. Jitender Dahiya, Consultant (CSM), 

SACS threw light on the issue that why should the Police Personnel 

be a channel partner in the fight against HIV/AIDS. He requested 
the higher ranks of the Police Staff to adopt the sympathetic 

approach while dealing with High Risk Groups.  

            The last session was an open session. During this open 

session, different ranks of Police Staff put up their queries on 
HIV/AIDS before the panelist. All the queries were addressed on the 

spot. An exhibition was also put up and IEC material was distributed. 


