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Chandigarh, December 14:- Mr. Ram Niwas, Home-cum-Education 

Secretary, UT Administration, has asked the Director, Higher 

Education, to start computer multimedia courses. Stressing the need 
for providing best possible infrastructure in schools, including 

computers in libraries with latest software, he disclosed that the 

administration would spend Rs 12 lakh on strengthening the state 

and central libraries in Chandigarh.  
He was speaking at the meeting convened for ‘Plan Review of 

Education Department’ with the Chief Engineer, Director, Higher 

Education, and DPI (Schools). Besides reviewing the utilization of 

allocated funds, the meeting sized up additional requirement of 
funds.  

Determined to improve the state of education, the Chandigarh 

Administration has decided to give thrust to zipping up the 

infrastructure in schools. Out to facilitate   government schools with 

the enabling provision to shore up the standard of education, the 
administration had decided to spend Rs 4.65 crore on the 

construction of buildings of schools and colleges, Mr Ram Niwas 

disclosed. 

Out of this amount, Rs 1.1 crore will be earmarked for school 
buildings and Rs 1.9 crore for colleges. A sum of Rs 30.5 lakh will be 

set apart for State Merit Scholarship. It has also been decided that 

sufficient funds will be provided for strengthening the vocational 

courses in schools.  
It was decided at the meeting that elementary and adult 

education, the two key segments of the Education Department, will 

be provided sufficient funds. A sum of Rs 3.3 crore will be spent on 

the development of primary and secondary schools.  

It is not for nothing that government schools are becoming a 
draw. With a view to coping with the rush of students, the chief 

engineer told the meeting that out of the current budget outlay, 

three new school buildings were being constructed in Sectors 50, 53, 

54.         
Mr. Sunil Bhatia, DPI (Schools), said that apart from the Sarv 

Siksha Abhiyan funds, a sum of Rs 80 lakh has been spent on the 

purchase of jersies for the students. Bags and socks will also be 

provided to them. The process of distribution of uniforms in 
Alternative and Innovative Centres has already been started under 

the SSA scheme, he disclosed. 



Mr. Bhatia said that Rs 5 crore would be spent on providing 

mid-day meal and Rs 2 crore on the purchase of water bottles, bags 

and exercise notebooks for the needy students. The meeting also 
decided to grant Rs 1.4 crore as financial assistance to six non-

government primary schools in Chandigarh. 
 

 

 


