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Press Release 

 

Gen Rodrigues calls for activating disaster management teams to manage 

crisis-like situation 

 

Chandigarh, Dec 7: The Punjab Governor and Administrator, Union Territory, 

Chandigarh, General (Retd.) S.F. Rodrigues, PVSM VSM, at the outset of the 

scheduled Public Hearing Session at UT Secretariat, here today asked the 

senior officers of the Administration to activate the disaster management 

teams to meet any kind of eventuality in case of accidents. He expressed his 

grief over the loss of lives in Sector 31, yesterday and asked the Deputy 

Commissioner to extend all necessary assistance to the kin of victims and 

injured in this unfortunate tragedy. He further told the officers to arrange 

proper equipment, with trained manpower in specific fields to be available 

for 24 hours, to manage crisis-like situations in case of such accidents. 

         

Expressing his congratulations to the Administration for implementing the 

Slum Rehabilitation Programme and winning the first prize at the national 

level in this stream, General Rodrigues said that this programme needs to be 

constantly monitored and NGOs should be involved in educating the slum 

dwellers for living as a community and utilizing the necessary infrastructure 

in a proper manner. He said that since these slum dwellers families were 

living in pathetic and unhygienic conditions with no support structure, they 

also must be tutored to use electricity, water supply and other facilities 

optimally.  

       

General Rodrigues also reviewed the status of progress of various 

developmental projects including Modern Terminal Market and Medicity and 



asked the officers to take further necessary steps for the implementation of 

these path breaking schemes for the benefit of the people of whole region. 

He emphasized that special focus must be given to public utility services like 

electricity & water supply and ensure their optimal and judicious utilization 

for increasing the supply hours. He stressed that immediate necessary steps 

must be taken for repair of faulty water taps at common places to check the 

wastage of water. He said that the beneficiaries must be involved in these 

endeavours as part of Partnership Initiative Programme. 

 

Accompanied by Mrs. Jean Rodrigues, the Administrator listened to the 

grievances of people and sorted out most of the issues on the spot. The 

problems which needed examination at the Administrative level, General 

Rodrigues asked the officers to find an answer as per law to  mitigate their 

hardships.  

         

Senior officers who were present on the occasion included Mr. Ram Niwas, 

Home Secretary, Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Finance Secretary, Mr. Mohanjeet 

Singh, Chairman Chandigarh Housing Board, Mr. Brijendra Singh, Deputy 

Commissioner, Mr. Roshan Sankaria, Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, 

Mr. Mahabir Singh DIG and Mr. Manjit Brar, Director Public Relations-cum-

IT. 

 


