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Chandigarh, December 3:- The City Beautiful-Chandigarh has been 

awarded a National Award under JNNURM scheme for being the 

‘Best city in earmarking land for the poor’ for the year 2008-09. The 
award carries a certificate of appreciation, a trophy and Rs 2 lakh. 

The Prime Minister of India, Dr Manmohan Singh today presented 

the award at New Delhi. The award was received by the Governor of 

Punjab and Administrator UT, Chandigarh, General (Retd.) Dr. S.F. 
Rodrigues, Finance Secretary, Mr. Sanjay Kumar and Chairman, 

Chandigarh Housing Board (CHB), Dr. Mohanjeet Singh. 

 The project costing Rs. 1,200 crore including land cost was 

initiated in 2006. Around 356 acre land was earmarked for the 
implementation of the Slum Rehabilitation Scheme, under which 

25,728 houses are to be constructed. Approximately 166 acre land is 

under acquisition. Construction work on around 13,000 houses has 

already been started. The work is under progress at different 

locations including Sector 38 (West), Sector 29, Ram Darbar and 
Dhanas. 

The process of allotting houses is under progress. A Housing 

Complex comprising of 512 small flats at Sector 38 (W) was 

inaugurated on August 15, 2009. In order to identify slum dwellers 
in the city, the Estate Officer, Chandigarh, conducted a survey in 

March 2006 to identify the extent and number of slum dwellers in 

the city. The slum population of Chandigarh was found to consist of 

23,841 families spread over 18 different colonies in the city.  
Apart from occupying approximately 175 acres of prime land, 

these slum areas were characterised by unhygienic conditions, lack 

of civic amenities, unplanned growth and total degradation of 

environs around them. Each flat under the slum rehabilitation scheme 

has been equipped with basic amenities of life along with supportive 
innovative programmes to change the outlook of these disadvantaged 

families. 
 


