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Press Release 

Steps for Prevention and control of Swine Flu in 
Chandigarh 

Chandigarh, Dec 2: The Secretary Health UT-
Chandigarh convened a review meeting today 
with the representatives of the PGIMER-12, 
GMCH-32 and GMSH-16, Chandigarh, Education 
department and the private hospitals (INSCOL-
34 and MUKAT-34). The latest update on Swine 

Flu cases in the city was reviewed by the 
Secretary Health. 

As many as 565 suspected cases of Swine Flu 

have been detected. Out of this 156 cases have 
been confirmed for Swine Flu.  Among 156 
cases, 48 cases were reported from different 
schools. About 43 cases were reported from the 
private schools. 

The city has registered two deaths due to 

Swine Flu in Chandigarh. These cases were in 
serious condition when taken to PGI-12 and 
GMCH-32. 

Rani, a 16-year-old girl from Manimajra was 

brought to PGI in critical condition at 4:30 am 
and expired at 5:30 pm on November 29. The 
result of the throat swab sample was declared 
on November 30. The family members have 



since been quarantined and given treatment. 
The 9th C class of Kenya Vedic Girls Sr Sec 
School, Samadhi Gate, Manimajr, has already 
been suspended for a week. 

Another was a patient named Ganga, who 
worked as a house-maid in Panjab University, 
Chandigarh and belonged originally to Kanpur 
(UP). Her throat swab sample was collected on 
November 28 at 11:30 am and the report was 
received on November 29. She died in GMCH-32 
on December 1 at 9:30 pm. This patient was 
also in serious condition when brought to the 
hospital. 

The Secretary Health, UT-Chandigarh 
expressed concern about the increase in 
number of positive cases which were being 
reported from different schools. It was 
emphasized that the school authority should 
strictly adhere to the guidelines of the Health 
Department for ensuring adequate screening of 
the students reporting in schools. 

The Secretary Health requested Director-PGI to 
order an inquiry with regard to a fitness 

certificate issued by a doctor in PGI to a boy 
stating him fit to attend the school, whereas he 
tested positive for Swine Flu on the basis of 
test conducted by the Department of Virology, 
PGI. Director-PGI will submit the factual report 
to the Secretary Health, UT-Chandigarh for 
further action in the matter. 



The Secretary Health said that primarily it was 
the responsibility of the parents to ensure that 
if a child had flu like symptoms he is not sent to 
the school. The principals and the class 
teachers are required to act upon the 
guidelines of the Health Department effectively 
so that further infection is checked among 
other students also. 

Regarding, closure of schools and suspension 
of classes the norms as recommended by the 
members of the advisory group will continue 
and schools will not be closed unnecessarily. 

It was also decided that the schools will be 
issued written circulars with regard to closure 
as well as suspension of particular classes on 
the basis of the reports received from PGI. But 
the instructions of the Health Department and 
the Nodal Officer-Swine Flu regarding 
suspension of affected classes and schools will 
be conveyed by the Nodal Officer on phone 
also. 

The Nodal Officer informed the members that 
two private hospitals i.e. INSCOL-34 and 

MUKAT-34 should be actively involved for 
collection of samples and prescribing the 
medicine to the suspected/ confirmed cases. 
Similarly Chaitanya Hospital, Sector 44, was 
also required to be roped in being the only 
children’s’ hospital in the city. This will be an 
additional help for the administration to give 



timely treatment to the children suffering from 
Flu like illness. 


