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Chandigarh, December 1:- Strongly advocating the need for 

maintaining the dignity of AIDS infected patients in our social 

system, the Punjab Governor and Administrator, Union Territory, 
Chandigarh, General (Retd.) Dr. S.F. Rodrigues, PVSM VSM called 

upon the members of the medical fraternity and the public alike, to 

extend to them high standards of treatment through best medical 

practices available at the global level. 
        In a message on the World AIDS Day, today General Rodrigues 

said that the theme for this occasion this year, 'Universal Access and 

Human Rights,'  rightly reminds us of our duty to the core values and 

concern for tackling this dreaded disease through various 
programmes, including general awareness, education, 

professionalism and above all a feeling of care and compassion. He 

said that it is no longer a mission but a war on AIDS, as this menace 

is not confined to a particular section, or a region but is a matter of 

societal concern posing a serious threat to the survival of the global 
community. 

        Expressing his concern over the millions of people living with 

HIV infection including children, General Rodrigues said that many 

young lives are lost due to this infectious disease. The vast majority 
of people are from the lower and middle income class and it is, 

therefore, imperative that each one of us renew our resolve to check 

the occurrence of disease at its nascent stage by taking remedial 

and preventive measures. He also emphasized the need of pro-active 
role of NGOs and professional for the eradication of AIDS and sort 

their expertise and guidance in mobilizing public opinion about the 

dangerous of the disease. He said that the situation is alarming, not 

only in our country but at the global level as well and would require 

an enormous effort, commitment and dedication at the level of NGOs 
and public alike. 

        General Rodrigues said that Chandigarh, though it has a special 

problem as the people from adjoining states including Himachal and 

Jammu & Kashmir and the U.P. visit the City and migratory labour 
come from different parts of the Country, we cannot underestimate 

its prevalence in our local population. He felt that the detected cases 

were only the tip of the iceberg and most cases who do not come to 

our centers remained un-identified. The medical fraternity and social 
voluntary organizations have therefore to work with commitment, 

sincerity and dedication, to adopt a multi-prolonged strategy to 



cover cent-percent population for detection of HIV positive cases 

and take remedial steps against this menace. 

        Emphasizing the need for extensive research by the medical 
community in this field, General Rodrigues said that though several 

drugs have been produced, our researchers need to keep themselves 

abreast with developments at the global level in this sector and to 

suggest new techniques, keeping in mind the local social conditions, 
for making it more meaningful and practicable.    
 


