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Chandigarh, November 30:- It’s an example the Union Territory of 
Chandigarh has set and the Centre wants others to emulate. Taking 

a cue from the initiative taken by the State NSS Cell, UT, to develop 

herbal gardens in all educational institutions in Chandigath, the 

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India, has 
suggested that similar gardens should be developed all over the 

country.   

This forms part of the ten suggestions listed out in a 

communication the Union Ministry has shot off to all NSS regional 
centres, State liaison officers and coordinators all over the country, 

to be implemented in all future NSS programmes. “These 

suggestions might be complied with while implementing all future 

NSS programmes”, the letter says. 
With a view to conducting the NSS programme in a more 

illustrious manner and making it popular all over the country, the 

ministry has suggested that more programmes should be organized 

to make the youth aware about issues like water conservation. 

Technical experts should be invited to spread water literacy among 
the people.   

People should be encouraged to develop kitchen and herbal 

gardens in all educational institutions and at adopted places. 

Plantation should be encouraged for enrichment of the environment 
and prevention of soil erosion. More programmes should be 

organized to make young volunteers aware about the traffic rules 

and safety measures and discourage them from using plastic by 

making them aware of its ill-effects, the letter says.  
Disclosing this here today, Mr Bikram Rana, State Liaison 

Officer, NSS Cell, Chandigarh, said that these guidelines had been 

sent to all educational institutions for implementation. “We have 

already implemented some guidelines which include as setting up of 

herbal gardens; spreading awareness about the traffic rules and 
safety measures; and plantation of trees. We propose to plant more 

than 10,000 saplings this session and stress would be laid on water 

harvesting”, he added.    

Mr Ajoy Sharma, Director, Higher Education, Chandigarh, said 
that a number of steps had been taken to ensure behavioral change 

and bring about healthy culture among the NSS volunteers. These 

guidelines would be followed in all future NSS programmes. 

Chandigarh has more than 13,000 NSS volunteers and the Union 



Ministry would be approached to sanction enrolment of more NSS 

volunteers for 2010-11, Mr Sharma added. 

The Union Ministry has suggested that wherever residential 
NSS camps are conducted, three components—amusement, 

entertainment and sports-- should necessarily be included rather 

than involving the volunteers in class-room activities.  
 


